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posal of giving the Rajah the symbols of sovereignty
in the power of life and death, and in the coining of
money, as pledges of his independence, he states the
deplorable situation of princes reduced to dependence
on the Yizier or the Company, and obliged to enter-
tain an English Resident at their court, in the follow-
ing words: " It is proposed to receive the payment
of his [the Rajah's] rents at Patna, because that is
the nearest provincial station, and because it would
not frustrate the intention of rendering the Rajah inde-
pendent. If a Resident was appointed to receive the
money, as it became due, at Benares, such a Resident
would unavoidably acquire an influence over the Ra-
jah, and over his country, which would in effect render
him the master of loth. This consequence might not
perhaps be brought completely to pass without a strug-
gle and many appeals to the Council, which, in a gov-
ernment constituted like this, cannot fail to terminate
against the Rajah, and, "by the construction to which his
opposition to the agent would be liable, might eventually
draw -on him severe restrictions, and end in reducing him
to the mean and depraved state of a mere zemindar"

X. That, in order to satisfy the said Rajah of the
intentions of the Company towards him, and of the
true sense and construction of the grants to him, the
said Rajah, to be made, the Governor-General (he,
the said Warren Hastings) and Council did, on the
24th August, 1775, instruct Mr. Fowke, tho Resident
at the Rajah's court, in the following words: " It is
proper to assure the Rajah, we do not mean to in-
crease his tribute, bizt to reqxiiro from him uu exact
sum; that, under the sovereignty of the Company,
we are determined to leave him the free and uncon-